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In all probability some will mistake the spirit, and even 
reverse the motive of this book. It will shock many. It 
will be said, " The writer is an infidel " ; but that will 
only be said because so many are still under the spell 
of semi-barbaric, survivals of old beliefs. The writer 
may be " infidel " in relation to certain human pictures of 
God, but he believes he is keenly faithful in relation to God 
Himself. The spirit of this book is reverence for the Ideal 
God : the motive of it is a desire to purify faith and 
deepen joy. The writer urges the plea that the measure of 
his revolt against the Jehovah of Joshua and Samuel is the 
measure of his longing to be true to the " Our Father " of 
Jesus and John. 
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WHO WAS JEHOVAH? 



IF the question " Who was Jehovah ? " does not shock 
people, that will only be so because they will regard it 
as so entirely superfluous or unmeaning. The matter-of- 
course reply will be, "Jehovah was and is the one true 
and living God who revealed himself to the Jewish nation, 
and, through it, to the world." I might as well say at once 
that I regard that as the most extraordinary and the most 
self-evident delusion that ever took possession of the queer 
compound we call the imagination of man. It is^ the 
standing mystery of Christendom ; it is a colossal monu- 
ment of human credulity ; it shows that mankind can be got 
to believe or to imagine an3rthiog. 

Not long ago. Dr. Momerie, in his blunt address on 
"The corruption of the Church," noticed the phrase "The 
God of the Bible," and hit it full in the face by saying, 
"Which God ? There are so many of them." He was right. 
In the Bible, words and actions are attributed to God 
which belong to absolutely opposite moral and spiritual 
spheres. In one place you have a God merciful and just ; 
in another, a God savage and arbitrary. Here, He is 
benevolent ; there brutal. From one point of view, you may 
say, "The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want"; from 
another, all you can say is, "The Lord will have His 
revengeful way; I have no chance." What are we to do ? 
It is difficult to say ; but it is easy to say what we cannot 
do — we cannot say that the Jehovah of the Bible is one 
being. 
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4 WHO WAS JEHOVAH ? 

There are two explanations: — either that the name 
''Jehovah" was a symbol, standing for an ideal Deity, 
reflecting, from time to time, the thoughts and feelings of 
his worshipers, or that the name was applied to a number 
of unseen beings of varying grades who, at different times, 
got control of the Hebrew mediums, also of var3dng grades 
— with results everywhere discoverable in the Bible. 

In the first case, Moses and Joshua and David did no 
more than Mr. Spurgeon, Canon Farrar and Dr. Martineau 
are doing ; for all these idealised or idealise the Infinite 
One, and always according to the measure of the man—and 
always an imperfect ideal, never the absolutely real — always 
more and more perceived as men pass out of their darkness 
into God's marvellous light. 

In the second case, the name " Jehovah '* indicated a 
number of beings who were neither higher nor better than 
their communications, which must be taken on their merits, 
good or bad, wise or foolish, sensible or insane. For my 
own part, I think the truth lies in this direction, and hold 
that the humblest Spiritualist, who knows what spirit- 
intercourse means and involves, is nearer to the solution of 
the problem than the profoundest scholar whose eyes are 
held by the delusion that Jehovah means the one Almighty 
God. The one has the key, the other does not see the door 
— or know where to look for it. Continually we have "the 
spirit " or "the angel of the Lord '* mentioned in connec- 
tion with manifestations and appearances more or less 
familiar to all Spiritualists. If one spirit or angel, why 
not many P If the good and wise, why not tho bad and 
foolish ? In the Book of Job, for instance, we have Satan 
lounging about the corridors of Heaven, mingling with "the 
sons of God,"* and departing only to test and worry the 
sons of men. Was he not equal to some of the things 
attributed to Jehovah P — and to the use of his name P 

Every Spiritualist knows by painful experience how 
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puzzling are the contradictory results of spirit-communion ; at 
one time all beautiful and good, at another time all ugly and 
detestable ; and the same name used : — just like the records 
concerning Jehovah. Who has not discovered that Shaks- 
peare can talk like a third-rate local preacher, that Milton 
can indulge in the' dialect of Bethnal Green, and that 
someone calling himself your father can let you in for a 
heartless fraud ? — but not a bit more disorderly than the 
difference between the twenty-first chapter of the second 
book of Samuel and the twenty -third Psalm : — Jehovah, in the 
one case, being a bloodthirsty demon, and, in the other case, 
a being worthy to be adored as " Our Father in Heaven. " 

The suspicion that the Jehovah of the Old Testament 
was either a band of spirits of varying grades or a masterful 
spirit who took possession of this wandering tribe of 
fugitive slaves, and assumed the name " Jehovah, '' is borne 
out by the fact that he is continually represented as vindic- 
tively jealous. He cannot bear rivals. He is always warning 
his adorers against "other Gods.*' Nothing makes him so 
angry as to be neglected. Take only one instance. It is in 
the Book of Deuteronomy (chap. 13) : — 

" If there arise among you a prophet . or a dreamer of 
dreams, and giveth thee a sign or a wonder ; and the sign 
or the wonder come to pass, whereof he spake unto thee, 
saying. Let us go after other gods, which thou hast not 
known, and let us servo them ; thou shalt not hearken unto 
the words of that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams ; for 
the Lord your God proveth you, to know whether ye love 
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul. Ye shall walk after the Lord your God, and fear him, 
and keep his commandment, and obey his voice, and ye 
shall serve him and cleave unto him. And that prophet, or 
that dreamer of dreams, shall be put to death, because he 
hath spoken to turn you away from the Lord your God, 
which brought you out of the land of Egypt, and redeemed 
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you out of the house of bondage, to thrust thee out of 
the way the Lord thy Qod commanded thee to walk in. 
So shalt thou put the evil away from the midst of thee. If 
thy brother, the son of thy mother or thy son or thy 
daughter, or the wife of thy bosom, or thy friend, which is 
as thine own soul, entice thee secretly, saying. Let us go and 
serve other gods, which thou hast not known, thou, nor thy 
fathers, namely of the gods of the people which are round 
about you, nigh unto thee, or far off from thee, from the 
one end of the earth even unto the other end of the earth, 
thou shalt not consent unto him, nor hearken unto him, 
neither shall thine eye pity him, neither shalt thou spare, 
neither shalt thou conceal him, but thou shalt surely kill 
him ; thine hand shall be first upon him to put him to 
death, and afterwards the hand of all the people. And thou 
shalt stone him with stones, that he die." Honestly now, 
can we, ought we to accept that as spoken by the one 
Almighty God, the Father of Jesus, and our own P Is it not 
infinitely more likely to have been the insidious, jealous, 
malignant suggestion of some spirit of evil P 

Consider one other very instructive instance of grave 
inconsistency. The Old Testament abounds with denuncia- 
tion of human sacrifices, and yet the Hebrews were 
continually adopting the practice, and in the name of 
Jehovah, or mixed up with Jehovah-worship. The Book of 
Ezekiel (xxiii. 89) tells how the people came into the 
Temple fresh from the offering up of their children to their 
idols ; and Jeremiah (xix. 4) tells how the ** blood of 
innocents " had been offered in the Temple itself ; and , 
probing the matter further, we find that some ^^ Jehovah " 
seems to have favoured it. Ezekiel seems puzzled over this, 
for he makes Jehovah say (xx. 26-6) , **I gave them statutes 
that were not good . . and I polluted them in their 
offerings, by making to pass through the fire all that were 
bom, that I might make them desolate.** But, in the book 
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of Leviticus, we actually have direct proof that someone 
calling himself "Jehovah" did really demand human sacri- 
fice. It is there stated (xxvii. 28-9) that every devoted 
thing, devoted to Jehovah, whether of man or beast, shall 
surely be put to death. Colenso makes the pregnant 
remark that Jeremiah's frequent repudiation of human 
sacrifices in Jehovah's name, "shows plainly that the people 
must have pleaded some authority for the practice, emanat- 
ing'' (as he declared) "from Jehovah Himself." The story 
about Abraham's readiness to take his only son Isaac, for 
the purpose of offering him up by fire, shows where these 
people were. Who was it, do you really think, that 
called Abraham to do that wicked deed ? If into your 
room there came even the loveliest spirit-form, radiant 
with what seemed the light of Heaven, ordering you to take 
your little son and go and burn him up on Primrose 
Hill, yea, though that being said, "I am Jesus Christ," 
would you not say, " Get thee behind me, Satan " ? But 
Abraham took it as a matter of course, got ready his wood 
And his fire, and, when he came to the place, made Isaac 
carry the wood for his own burning, and calmly said to his 
servant, "Abide y^ here . . I and the lad will go yonder 
and worship." "But God interfered to stop it after all," 
it is said. Yes, but the question is. What made Abraham 
so ready to go and do it ? It did not seem to him any- 
thing either very wicked or very strange. 

There is, however, a case where the horrid offering was 
carried out— and as a compact with Jehovah himself. 
Jephthah, when "the spirit of Jehovah came upon' him," 
made a compact with Jehovah that if he would give him a 
victory in a battle he would offer up, as a burnt offering, 
whatever first came from his house to meet him on his 
return, and he kept his word, and offered up to his dreadful 
deity his beloved child. What made this prominent 
Hebrew enter into such a horrible compact with Jehovah — 
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when "the spirit of Jehovah came upon him," too — if the 
offering up of human life was not accredited as possible in 
Jehovah-worship ? Probably some " spirit " did " come upon 
him/' and it may have called itself "Jehovah," but the 
homeliest modem English Spiritualist would have seen 
through the ghastly fraud. It seems perfectly evident that 
there were several Jehovahs or so-called gods, some of 
whom denounced and some of whom conveyed the impres- 
sion that they desired or might command the offering up 
of human sacrifices. In plain English, there were bad 
spirits and good. 

I will only mention one other curious glimpse of 
confusion, a well-known one but very suggestive. In the 
second book of Samuel (xxiv. 1-4) it is said that "the 
Lord's anger was kindled against Israel, and he moved 
David " to take a census. But in the first book of the 
Chronicles (xxi. 1-4) we read that "Satan stood up 
against Israel, and provoked David" to take the census : and 
every feature in the story shows that the same transaction 
is referred to. The devout orthodox explanation is that 
God permitted Satan to do it, somewhat in the way that 
He permitted Satan to go and torture Job : but the truth 
lies on the surface : some spirit prompted the deed, and 
whether it was called "Jehovah " or "Satan" depended 
upon the point of view ; the unfortunate thing being that, 
as a rule, these people did not discriminate, but put down 
everything to their God which came from the spirit-world 
in His name — a folly which, unhappily, Christendom has 
consented to take over and endorse. 

Who, then, was Jehovah ? The ancestors of the Hebrews 
knew nothing of the name. We read in the book of Exodus 
(vi. 8) that when Jehovah revealed himself to Moses he 
said, "I appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, 
by the name of El Shaddai, but by my name Jehovah was I 
not known unto them. " That is clear enough. " Jehovah " 
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18 introduced as a new God or a new name — and the tradi- 
tion is that the new comer came through Moses ; though this 
record has the appearance of trying to make out that ,the 
innovation was not really an innovation as the setting up 
of a new God^ but only as the promulgation of a new name. 
The tradition may be wrong in putting the introduction of 
the name as early as the time of Moses, but, for my 
purpose, this is immaterial. The point of importance is that 
" Jehovah " is admittedly a new name, and a curious fact 
is that by many lines we are led to Canaan as its home ; 
and to one particular tribe as the channel through which 
the name and the cult found their way to the Hebrews. 
This tribe was known as the Kenites, a people inhabiting 
the peninsula of Sinai, with whom, at a very early period, 
the Hebrews were closely connected. Jethro, called '* priest 
of Midian,*' one of whose daughters Moses married, was 
really a Kenito prince or chief, and his clan seems to have 
given considerable help to the Hebrews. Of the 
memorable visits of Moses and his friends to his father-in- 
law, Jethro, Dean Stanley writes : "He'* (».«., Jethro) " is the 
£rst friend, the first counsellor, the first guide, 
that they have met since they cut themselves off 
from the wisdom of Egypt; and they hang upon 
his lips like children." ** * When he was to depart 
to his own land and to his own kindred, Moses prayed 
him not to leave them.' In the trackless desert, he, with 
his Bedouin instincts and his knowledge of the wilderness, 
would know ' how they were to camp, and would be to them 
instead of eyes. ' The alliance so formed was never broken. 
In subsequent ages, when Israel had long since become a 
settled and civilised people, in their own land, a stranger's 
eye would have at once discerned little groups of settlers 
here and there retaining their Arabian customs, yet one with 
the masters of the soil " — " the children of the Kenite," says 
Stanley, "dwelling among the people." In the first book of 
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Samuel (xv. ) there is a very enlightening illustration of the 
close feeling of friendship between these Kenites and the 
Hebrews. Saul had resolved to attack the Amalekites 
amongst whom the Kenites were : so he sent a message to 
them; **Go, depart, get you down from among the Amale- 
kites, lest I destroy you with them ; for ye showed kindness 
to all the children of Israel when they came up out of 
Egypt. So the Kenites departed from among the Amalekites,"* 
and were saved. 

Colenso was on the same track, though farther afield, 
when he showed the Phoenician origin of " Jehovah." 
He quotes the conservative Ewald who connects the word 
with Moses, or, rather, with the descendants of Moses "on 
the mother's side," ue., on the side of the Kenite, and who 
says that, for some centuries after Moses, the word was "not 
very much used in common speech " — all of which points to 
the gradual adoption by the Hebrews of this Oanaanitish 
deity. The language of the Phoenicians was practically the 
same as that of the Hebrews ; and it is certain that when 
the Hebrews came into contact with them they freely mixed 
with them and adopted many of their religious practices ; 
assimilating, as Colenso points out, their own practice to 
that of their heathen neighbours, serving their gods and 
adopting their forms of worship. Among these gods the 
great sun-god stood pre-eminent. His great name has been 
"expressed both by heathen and Ohristian writers by the 
very sarnie Greek letters (I.A.Q.) by which they express also 
the mysterious Hebrew name" now called "Jehovah," which, 
however, is really a clumsy rendering of the Old Testament 
word; the word Yahveh or Jahveh being nearer to the 
original. But the important point is that the name of the 
great sun-god, the object of adoration in Oanaan, was practi- 
cally the very name which in time came to be recognised 
among the Hebrews. A Secretary of the Society of Biblical 
Archseology, speaking of some of the Assyrian inscriptions on 
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the ancient monuments, once said, frankly, " The incom- 
municable name of the Great Jehovah Himself has been 
found as the name of a Syrian deity of extreme antiquity, 
probably not in its spiritual character far remote from the 
Gk>d of the Hebrews " ; but he did not seem to see the 
tremendous meaning of the discovery. "The whole body of 
proof, which we have had before us,*' says Oolenso, "seems 
to us to tend conclusively to this, that the Hebrews, after 
their settlement in Canaan, coming in contact with the 
ancient religion of the land, and adopting readily, as the 
Scripture tells us they did, the worship of the people ' round 
about them,' became by degrees acquainted with the Great 
Name of the Phoenician Deity, and bhat from this sou^c^ 
has been derived their own mysterious name for the Deity." 

How then is it that we find the name " Jehovah " in the 
very beginning of the Bible P The explanation is now 
well known. In the so-called Books of Moses we have at 
least two strata of records — the one written by a person who 
states, as we have seen, that the name was revealed to 
Moses, and who therefore never uses it in his story till 
Moses does — the word " elohim " (gods) appearing: in his 
part of the story till then ; the other written by a person 
who wanted to produce the impression that Jehovah was 
known from the first, and who therefore introduces the name 
into the story from the beginning. Precisely in the same 
way, the prophets, when they attain to purer views, assume 
that Jehovah was a pure and righteous God from the first. 

Now we can face the question, How then comes it to 
pass that we find in the Bible stem denunciations of the 
heathen practices of these very people who supplied the cult 
of Jehovah-worship ? The answer is obvious. The worship 
of Jehovah, like the worship of Baal or Moloch, began low 
down, gross and anthropomorphic in the extreme, but, as 
time went on, the reformers and prophets emerged from the 
general corruption, and preached a purer faith. The result 
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we know : a people raised with difficulty to that purer faith, 
and always ready to sink back into the old idolatry of 
Jehovah-worship in its first crude form : a process not 
unknown even in England, and still going on : the God of 
John Calvin and the God of Canon Farrar being as far apart 
as the God of Samuel and the God of Malachi, whose pro- 
phecy, standing alone, shows clearly what the prophet had 
to do against the priest. 

The adoption of the Canaanitish God by the Hebrews was 
in harmony with the very ancient belief in territorial deities. 
When Jephthah challenged the king of the Ammonites to 
answer him, he pits Jehovah his God against Chemosh the 
God of the Ammonites, and talks about each God giving 
land — as though they were territorial deities, patronising the 
peoples they champion. Hence we find the servants of the 
king of Syria, after being beaten by the Israelites, hitting 
upon this explanation and device (1 Kings xx. 23), "Their 
gods are gods of the hills ; therefore they were stronger than 
we ; but let us fight against them in the plain, and surely we 
shall be stronger than they " ; and we actually find Naaman, 
when he had resolved to worship Jehovah, as his God, asking 
for two mules' burden of earth on which to put his altar when 
he got away to Syria ; jusb a bit of the territory, to link him 
with the territorial God I When Solomon built the Temple, 
he said to Jehovah (2 Chron. vi. 2), " I have built a house of 
habitation for thee, and a place for thy dwelling for ever." 
So, in the book of Ezekiel (xliii, 7), we find Jerusalem is 
called, by Jehovah (or, rather, by the prophet speaking in his 
name), "the place of my throne, and the place of the soles 
of my feet, where I shall dwell in the midst of the children 
of Israel for ever " — a very comfortable provincial deity I and, 
in the book of Daniel, we read that when Daniel, in exile, 
prayed, "he opened a window that looked towards 
Jerusalem.'' Again, when the King of Assyria carried away 
the children of Israel from Palestine, and colonised the 
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country with people from Babylon and other distant places, 
we are told that Jehovah sent lions amongst them because 
they did not worship him ; and that they had to send for 
some exiled Hebrew priests to teach them *Hhe ways of the 
God of the land " (2 Kings xvii. 25-28) ; the inference being 
that Jehovah was a jealous territorial deity, the champion 
of the Jews. So, again, when Artaxerxes sent Ezra to 
Jerusalem to restore it, he gave him many precious things, 
and amongst them certain vessels which, said he (vii. 19) , 
"are given thee for the service of the house of thy God, to 
be laid before the God of Jerusalem.'' But proof positive as 
to change of €k>d lies before us at the very spot where we 
might expect to find it. In the concluding chapter of the 
book of Joshua, where we find the story of the great crisis, 
the settlement of the Hebrews in the land of Canaan, we 
oome upon the deliberate choice of a God — almost the voting 
for him ; and it plainly describes the great change. The 
aged Joshua is speaking : — 

"Now, therefore, fear Jehovah, and serve him in 
sincerity and truth ; and put away the gods which your 
fathers served on the other side of the flood, and in Egypt ; 
and serve ye Jehovah. And if it seem evil unto you to 
serve Jehovah, choose you this day whom ye will serve ; 
whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the 
other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in 
whose land ye dwell : but as for me and my house, we will 
serve Jehovah. And the people answered and said : God 
forbid that we should forsake Jehovah, to serve other gods ; 
for Jehovah our God, he brought us up and our fathers out 
of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage, and did 
those great signs in our sight, and preserved us in all the 
way wherein we went, and among all the people through 
whom we passed : and Jehovah drave out from before us all 
the people, even the Amorites which dwelt in the land; 
therefore will we also serve Jehovah, for he w our God. And 
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Joshua said unto the people, He is a holy Qod ; he ts a 
jealous God ; he will not forgive your transgressions nor your 
sins. If ye forsake Jehovah and serve strange gods, then 
he will turn and do you hurt, and consume you, after that 
he hath done you good. And the people said unto Joshua : 
Nay, but we will serve Jehovah." 

It is true that the people here antedate their connection 
with Jehovah, and identify him with the God or gods who, 
under other names, had led their fathers; but the whole 
thing is clearly the ripening in Joshua^s mind of what had 
passed in the mind of Moses. The record states that Moses, 
for the first time, came upon this new God or new name ; 
and now here is his successor openly giving in his adhesion 
to the new cult, and prevailing on the people to give up the 
old gods and to accept the new God with the new territory. 

Here it is plain that they were not monotheists. They 
believed in other gods — in gods old and new — and they now 
deliberately "put away the gods " which their fathers had, 
and took for their God this new "Jehovah." But they were 
never true to him for long. " Worshiping other gods *' was 
their favourite pastime. It probably simply meant holding 
intercourse or spirit-communion with many active and ambi- 
tious opposition godlings. This is probably the key to the 
whole history of the Jews on this side of it. 

But, whatever Jehovah is, he is always the champion or 
disciplinarian of this fighting tribe. Their enemies are his. 
When Moses had to fight Amalek, he built an altar to 
Jehovah and called it "Jehovah, my banner," "for," he said^ 
" Jehovah hath sworn ; Jehovah will have war against 
Amalek from generation to generation." Moses had no 
other idea than this — that this fighting God was his. He 
would have been perfectly ready to admit that Amalek had 
its God and champion, too. 

There is a good deal of light to be found in such stories 
as that contained in the second book of the Chronicles 
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(xxviii. 22-25) : **In the time of his distress Ahaz trespassed 
against Jehovah, for he sacrificed unto the gods of Damas- 
cus, which smote him : and he said ; Because the gods of the 
king of Syria help them, therefore will I sacrifice to them, 
that they may help me. But they were the ruin of him, 
and of all Israel. And Ahaz gathered together the vessels 
of the house of God, and cut in pieces the vessels of the 
house of God, and shut up the doors of the house of the 
Lord, and he made him altars in every comer of Jerusalem. 
And in every several city of Judah he made high places to 
bum incense unto other gods, and provoked to anger the 
Lord God of his fathers. '* 

Here we get it all : territorial gods, who help and smite ; 
and worship offered, to secure the one and buy off the other ; 
putting up one's adoration to the highest bidder ; going 
over to the god who helps. Hence the jealousy and anger of 
Jehovah, everywhere discoverable, for the Hebrews were very 
apt scholars in the school of backsliding. We find, then, 
that as the nation grew in importance, and as Jehovah- 
worship became more and more identified with it, it became 
what one has bluntly called "a pitiful rivalry between 
Jehovah and other local deities" — i.e., between various ret*! 
or supposed spirits and their mediums. Thus we find the 
existence of " other gods '^ assumed ; and all that is said is 
that the Hebrews must be true to their choic'e — to, in fact, 
their great local spirit. Thus we read (Deut. vi. 14, 15) " Ye 
shall not go after other gods, of the gods of the people 
which are round about you (for the Lord thy God m a 
jealous God among you) : lest the anger of the Lord thy God 
be kindled against thee, and destroy thee from off the face 
of the earth,*" and the threat is made that if they do go 
after these other gods, or spirits, they shall be cursed (Deut. 
xxviii. 16 20) : " Cursed ihalt thou he in the city, and cursed 
ihalt thou he in the field. Cursed ihall he thy basket and 
thy store. Cursed ikall he the fruit of thy body, and the 
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fruit of thy land, the increase of thy kine and the flocks of 
thy sheep. Cursed ahalt thou be when thou comest in, and 
cursed alialt thou be when thou goest out. The Lord shall 
send upon thee cursing, vexation, and rebuke, in all that 
thou settest thine hand unto for to do, until thou be 
destroyed." 

Persons who shrink from this tracking home of Jehovah 
to ancient Spiritualism would be helped if they would open 
their eyes to the fact that the Old Testament is practically 
one long record of the phenomena of spirit-communion. We 
are constantly coming across ** the angel of the Lord. " The 
ark, upon which so much seemed to turn, was a portable 
stance-room in or from which the spirit-manifestations and 
oracles were given. Moses, when he received the revelation 
of the mystic name, saw the glowing spirit -light in the bush. 
In fact, he was a powerful medium for spirit-manifestations, 
as we see all through, David, when hard pressed by Saul, 
consulted Abiathar the priest, who brought his magic ephod, 
and held a stance for the purpose of asking " Jehovah " 
whether David would be captured. "An angel of the Lord" 
appears to the people at Bochim to reproach them for not 
throwing down the rival altars of the inhabitants of that 
land. Another "angel of the Lord" appears to the wife of 
Manoah, to promise her a son. In a time of sore distress, 
the children of Israel come and sit before the ark, and 
"inquire of Jehovah " about a battle, and receive a response 
to go and fight, with a promise of help. "In the year that 
king Uzziah died," Isaiah said he saw ''Jehovah sitting upon 
a throne, high and lifted up, and his trailing robes filled the 
temple." But there is no end to it. This "Jehovah" is 
evidently a powerful spirit, or a number of spirits, in close 
affinity, for some reasons, with these Hebrews, but with vary- 
ng results— of wisdom and folly, good and evil, purity and 
obscenity — just as it is in London and Boston and Paris 
to-day. 
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I venture to say that only on these linea can we find any 
solution of the difficult problem presented by the moral and 
spiritual characteristics of Jehovah. The problem turns upon 
the fact that these moral and spiritual characteristics are 
altogether contradictory and confused. On the one hand, 
we have the priceless Ten Commandments, and, on the other 
hand, we have a multitude of statements which are grossly 
inconsistent with them, unless we assume that the author of 
the commandments has no need to keep them ; for we find 
him acting like the most arbitrary despot — fanciful, tickle, 
and horribly cruel. 

He tells Moses to make him a dwelling-house, and gives 
him minute directions as to the tables, and curtains, and 
candlesticks, and tassels, and shovels, and pans. (Ex. xxv. - 
xxvii.) 

He gives directions as to the marriage of a widow with 
her deceased husband* s brother, and as to what the widow is 
to do if he should refuse to have her. She is to come to him 
in the presence of the elders, "and loose his shoe from off 
his foot, and spit in his face, and shall answer and say, So 
shall it be done unto that man that will not build up his 
brother's house. And his name shall be called in Israel, 
The house of him that hath his shoe loosed. ^ 

He complains of the Hebrews as obstinate, and threatens 
to destroy them, but is prevented by Moses, who protests 
against his hot wrath, and appeals to his vanity by saying 
that if he hastily destroyed those people the Egyptians 
would mock him because of his failiure ; and then, we are 
told, Jehovah repented of the evil which he thought to do 
unto his people, and did it not. (Ex. xxxii.) 

He wants to destroy Ahab, and looks round and asks 
someone to tempt him to his ruin ; and, after many had 
spoken, he deliberately chooses " a lying spirit " and sends 
him to do his will ; " There came forth a spirit and stood 
before Jehovah, and said, I will persuade him. And 
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Jehovah said unto him, Wherewith ? And he said, I will go 
forth, and I will be a lying spirit in the mouth of all his 
propheta. And he said, Thou shalt persuade Am, and 
prevail also : go forth and do so." (1 Kings xxii.) It is true 
this is only a rival prophet's statement, but, in the story, 
the event justifias him. 

When, at a certain time, the children of Israel were led 
away into idolatry, "the anger of Jehovah was kindled** 
against them, and the usual pestilence was sent to punish 
them ; " and Jehovah said unto Moses, Take all the chiefs of 
the people, and hang them up before Jehovah against the 
sun, that the fierce anger of Jehovah may be turned away 
from Israel." And then, in the sight of all the people, one 
of the heathen women came up with one of the children of 
Israel ; whereupon Phinehas took a javelin in his hand, and 
thrust both of them through the body, and they died ; and 
then the pestilence was stayed, after it had slain four and 
twenty thousand persons. " And Jehovah spake unto Moses, 
saying, Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the 
priest, hath turned my wrath away from the children of 
Israel, while he was zealous for my sake among them, that 
I consumed not the children of Israel in my jealousy." And 
then he added: "Vex the Midianites, and smite them.'* 
(Numbers xxv.) 

Samuel, the great prophet, said to Saul the king, "Thus 
saith Jehovah : go and smite Amalek, and utterly destroy all 
that they have, and spare them not ; but slay both man and 
woman,infant and suckling, ox and sheep, camel and ass. "But 
Saul spared the king *^ and the rest of the sheep, and of the oxen 
and of the fatling8,and of the lambs, and all that was good*" ; 
he only obeyed Jehovah to the extent of utterly destroy- 
ing all the people — men, women, and children, with the edge 
of the sword. But Samuel was angry, " and Jehovah repented 
that he had made Saul king over Israel, '* and Samuel "hewed 
Agag in pieces before Jehovah. " (1 Sam. xv.) The honest 
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test is to put nineteenth century men into the positions of 
Saul and Samuel, and to see how the story would look if, 
instead of Saul and Samuel, we read, for instance, the Duke 
of Cambridge and the Bishop of London. What should we 
think, what ought we to think, if the Duke of Oambridge 
put to death all the men, women, and children of a captiLred 
town, if the Bishop of London cut into pieces, before our 
Father, a respited king, and if, because the Duke had 
"spared the best of the sheep, and of the oxen, and of the 
fatlings and the lambs and all that was good," the Lord said : 
" It repenteth me that I ever made the Duke Commander- 
in-Chief " ? There is no relevance in the reply that we ought 
to judge men by the standards of their own age ; for here the 
very point is that we are considering, not what men said 
and did, but God. We cannot judge God by the standards 
of varying ages. The moment people put in the plea of " the 
standard of past ages" they surrender everything, and I am 
content ; for I can quite understand that Samuel, or the 
spirit which used him*and took the name of Jehovah, acted 
in harmony with the standard of the age ; and that is pre- 
cisely what I am trying to show. 

There was a famine in the days of David, and David 
"inquired of Jehovah" the reason for it: "and Jehovah 
answered. It is for Saul, and for his bloody house, because 
he slew the Gibeonites/' So David said to the Gibeonites, 
" What shall I do for you ? and wherewith shall I make the 
atonement, that ye may bless the inheritance of Jehovah ? 
And the Gibeonites said unto him. We will have no silver 
nor gold of Saul, nor of his house ; neither for us shalt 
thou kill any man in Israel. And he said. What ye shall 
say, that will I do for you. And they answered the king. 
The man that consumed us, and devised against us that we 
should be destroyed from remaining in any of the coasts of 
Israel, let seven men of his sons be delivered imto us, and 
we will hang them up unto Jehovah in Gibeah of Saul, whom 
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Jehorah did choose. And the king said, I will give thfim^'^ 
'* and they hanged them in the hill before Jehovah . . . 
and, after that, Jehovah was intreated (or pacified) for the 
land." (2 Sam. xxi.) And so the wretched old feud waa 
settled by a series of most brutal murders, and the famine 
was removed, and Jehovah was content I 

It is not much to be wondered at that a very powerful 
section of the Early Christians (the Gnostics) held that 
Jehovah was really a king, of demons, the antagonist of the 
Supreme Intelligence of the Universe. 

In plainly stating these facts, I have said nothing of 
the Hebrews by way of serious blame. They knew no better. 
The savage-hearted bigot and the remorseless fighting 
raider pictured Jehovah to their minds : or kindred spirits 
found them out and used them. The barbaric poet who 
cried out, *' Jehovah is a man of war . . Thy right hand, 

Jehovah, has dashed the enemy in pieces " (Gx. xv.) 
honestly believed in a fighting deity to match his own 
violent spirit ; and that other poet .who (in Ps. Ixviii.) 
pictured Jehovah as promising that he would bring his 
people that their feet might be " dipped in the blood " of 
their enemies, "and the tongues of their dogs in the same,'' 
could not help his adoring brutality. I do not blame him : 

1 only blame the nineteenth century civilised Englishmen and 
Englishwomen who shut enlightened eyes to plain facts, and 
try to keep up the strange delusion that the chaos of spirits 
called "Jehovah*' were the one eternal and unchanging God. 

Of course there are rays of light amid the painful gloom 
— cadences of music amid the dissonant cries. The frequent 
demand for righteousness is something on the other side, 
though, on investigation, the disappointing fact appears 
that Jehovah's reproofs and reproaches for " sin " too often 
turn out to be only reproofs and reproaches because of 
a tendency to desert him for " other gods " ; and the hottest 
denunciations and the severest penalties are often seen to 
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be reserved, not for real sin at all, but for departures from 
the rigid lines of Jehovah-worship. As we are so often 
remind^d, he is indeed *'a jealous god.** 

But, as time goes on, the ugly features disappear or are 
toned down. The sublime truth of the unity and aloneness 
of the everlasting God comes forth like a glorious sun from 
dense fogs and clouds, and the evolution of the disagreeable 
and changeful Jehovah of a barbarous tribe ends, in Jesus, 
in the Heavenly Father of us all. 

I thankfully admit that almost from the first there is the 
feeling after something higher than ugly anthropomorphism, 
and that there was an undercurrent which seemed to be 
bearing on even these debased spirit-haunters to the sublime 
discovery in which the chaotic worship of fifty contradictory 
Jehovahs ended — that beyond and within all the gods and 
their makers there dwelt One whose mysterious life was the 
cause of all life, and who was revealed even in the very 
anxiety which led the restless soul to worship anything 
rather than have no God at all. The vital mistake is made 
when the crude and pitiable imaginings of barbarians, or the 
equally crude and pitiable announcements of barbaric 
spirits, are taken as the revelations of the Most High. 

There is a "survival of the fittest "* even in the beating-in 
of these disorderly or imperfect things from the Unseen, 
and the fittest did survive. If anyone likes to say that this 
justifies the theory of gradual revelation by God (thus 
bringing in all the ugly stages as parts of the "revelation **) 
I have only to say that in such a case the word "revelation " 
is inappropriate. The proper word would be dUcoveryj and 
the operating agent would be, not God, but man. 

Agreed about this, we might then, possibly, pass on to a 
reconciling thought — something like the following. The 
journey from the confusions of Jehovah-worship to the 
sunshine of the worship of the Father may, in the sphere of 
religion, be regarded as the equivalent of the journey from 



Digitized by VjOOQlC 



22 WHO WAS JEHOVAH ? 

the chimpanzee to Shakspeare, in the sphere of Natural 
EUstory, for both of which the Great Greater is responsible 
only as He is responsible for all the developments and 
consequences of the working out of Natural Law. But that 
takes all so-called ** revelations " out of the sphere of 
supernatural disclosure on the part of God, and leaves 
them, where I want them to be left, in the sphere of 
natural discovery on the part of man. 

Thus understood, we may discern, in a sense, the striv- 
ing of God's spirit with man in these early efforts to find 
Him ; and so we may look upon these baffled seekers with 
pathetic and grateful thoughts, not unlike the thoughts we 
cherish when we think of those who first struck out the 
hiunan path in the jungle, away from the cave and the growl 
of the brute over the half crunched bone ; and so, to our 
eyes, these poor brothers and sisters, with their ghastly 
spirit hauntings, their bloody rites and their savage oracles, 
may look pathetic enough, asking our pity, not our blame : 
but, for God's sake and for man*s, do not ask us to see the 
ideal God in their Molochs, their iilohim, their Jehovahs, 
and their Baals : do not ask us to call that a direct revela- 
tion from God which was only the croak of a disorderly 
spirit or the crude thought of a poor struggling man. 

All this is of the greatest possible practical value. It 
helps us to stand on our guard against the assaults of so- 
called ** revelations " ; it makes an end of pernicious finali- 
ties and infallibilities ; it teaches us what true divine guidance 
is ; it leads us safely back to the ever-advancing human soul ; 
it preserves for us the Heavenly vision of a pure and perfect 
Ideal God — beyond though within us all. *^The dim and 
shadowy outlines of the superhuman deity fade slowly away 
from before us," said Professor Clifford, ''and, as the 
mist of his presence floats aside, we perceive with greater 
and greater clearness the shape of a yet grander and nobler 
figure— of Him who made all gods and shall unmake them. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



WHO WAS JEHOVAH ? 23 

From the dim dawn of history, and from the inmost depth 
of every soul, the face of our father, Man, looks out upon 
us with the fire of eternal youth in his eyes, and says, 
* Before Jehovah was, I am I ' '' Yes ; but beyond the old 
gods and their makers a vaster presence looms — in whom 
we all *4ive and move and have our being." Jehovah 
disappears, only that the Father may appear. Moses and 
Samuel recede, only that we may listen to Jesus aad John 
and Paul. For the rudimentary local God, we are going on 
to the discovery of the God of the mighty Human Brother- 
hood — ^the God whom a modem prophet called "the alto- 
gether beautiful of the Universe." 

** The ancient gods are dead. 
Jove rules no longer o*er the Olympian plain ; 
The ocean waits for Neptune's car in vain ; 
Apollo tunes no more his golden lyre ; 
Vesuvius trembles not with Vulcan's fire ; 
Mars leads not now the armies of the world ; 
Young Cupid's darts at Pluto are not hurled, 
And Venus' charms are fled. 
The ancient gods are dead. 

** Valhallah's noble halls are empty now, 
Where Thor, the mighty thunderer, from his brow 
Shot lightnings forth upon the trembling earth, 
And Odin held his wassail, and loud mirth 
Echoed from roof to roof, as went the feast 
Until the day dawned, and the waiting east 
Made radiant Balder 's head. 
The ancient gods are dead. 

**0n Sinai's rugged heights the clouds appear — 
The prophet goes no longer there to hear 
The eternal word, nor full of gladness sees 
Heaven's judgment break on all his enemies. 
The flower-sprinkled sod, by God's command. 
Reeks not with useless blood, nor through the land 
His vengeful armies spread. . . 

The ancient gods are dead. 
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'*No frowning despot sits on Heaven's throne, 
Dispensing favours by His will alone. 
Sends some to Heaven and some to lowest hell, 
In unprogressive bliss or woe to dwell ; 
Demands no horrid sacrifice of blood, 
Nor nails His victims to the cruel wood 
In others' guilty stead. 
The ancient gods are dead. 

" Law rules majestic in the courts above, 
And has no moods, but, hand in hand with love, 
Sweeps through the universe, and smiling sees 
The spheres obedient to her vast decrees ;— 
Proclaims all men the sons, not slaves, of God, 
And breathes the message of His Fatherhood. 
The true God is not dead,** 
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